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HACansumsedmlywhhlhnhshpn(ill

programmes in the rural areas for which It releases
central funds for policy formulation; overal) gwdamx.

NGO', Private sector,
‘connectivi

e o iy,
and prosperily. PURA driven by «nmndcgy for
sustainable rural development wil bridge the rural-
urban divide. Access (o technology is the means to
generale employment potential for sustainable rural
prosperity.

Rural Davnlﬂvmanl and poverty alleviation

basis. mmwnaul 1he country. e M\nmry of Rural
Development has been implementing v:

individuaity. The integrated method ma\ will g

prosperity 1o rural India is calied P

Amanmusk) Rural Areas (PURA). The lﬂ-enlmed aroas
n an

of int support are:

@ Physical connecthiy thoigh quaity Roads,
Transport and P

@ Electronic connectivity through Tale-
communication, Intemet and IT services;

« Knowledge connectivily through good
education, skill training etc.;

@ Markel connectvity;

= Provision of drinking water supply and up-

gradation of existing health facilties.

The scheme PURA aims to meet the gaps in
physical and social infrastructure in the identified rural
clusters consisting of 10-15 villages around th towns
with population of one lakh of less 1o further their
growih potential. As the scheme is for provision of
facillties in the rural areas, Ministry of Rural
Deval 1

for implementing it, The abjective is to facilitate Pubic

P
schemes into the PURA Clusters and also evolving a
model PURA scheme which can be repiicaed in
clusters throughout the country.

PURA - A Concept:

Former President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam placed

‘an important thought before the Nation for bridging the:

nuralurban divide and achieving balanced socio-

economic development. It is ‘Provision of Urban

Amenfies n Rural Aress (PURA). The schema involves
rural clusters.

‘Both the economic betterment of rural people a8 well

5 ndiof st argtomen B ootk B ke
the rural people with better prospects for economic
developmart, incisased paricalen of them n e

, Connectt
of vilages providing cconomic oppertunitios o all
‘segments of peoplo is an urgent need. We need 1o
innovate o increase connactivity to the villages,

gk

10,000 PURA complexes inthe country, encompassing
2.3 Jakh village panchayats. For providing knowledge
connectivity to PURA complexes, VKCs will act as
frontine delivery systems.

The VKC should provide the essential data requirse
for the targeted population such as farmers, fishermen,
craftsmen, traders, businessmen, enfrepreneurs,
unemployed youth, and siudents. It has to be acquiree
by visiing the village, talking e the rural people, by

The main focus of the VKC should be to empower
youth to undertake development tasks of villages anc
establish rural enterprises thal will provide large scale
smployment. So it is essential fo skl enable and
knowledge enable through academic institutions,
industry, banking and marketing institutions. The VKC
should act as a faciitator. A low-cost muli-task
handheld computer with wireless mobilty should be
fam

value with this tool for their benefit to increase their
eaming capacily. Every VKC should have a compuler
torminal, wireless connection or broadband / satellie
connectivity o connect fo the nodal canlers for
‘acquisition of nfarmation and dissemination of updated
reakime dala. Vilagers residing al the remotest
placas of the country came into the threshold of global
connectivly. The intemet enabled VKG s the key fo
rural empowerment.

PURA - Support to Agricultural:

The PURA area has abundant natural resources.

S i 0
‘ol agricultural product supplier in the region, However,
consiraints to agricultural production and marketing
include poor infrastructure, lack of access to capital

in production, marketing, anel business management.

i
& rural entrepreneurs to gel the best process for their
produce Village Knowledge Center (VKC):

There have been many attempts across the
ounty in taking Infoumatin_and Commuricaton

of these efforts is passma(cly anacnsn o the core
idea and continues lo pursue it even when it does not
make economic sense or when it is proven not
scalable or sustainable. Some of these efforts are
successtul, Vilage Knowledge Centers (VKC) are the

for
1o a knowledge society and India’s transformation to

may noed 1o focus on
the following points to improve its productiviy

# Increasing access to agricultural skilis and
technology;

Increasing access to capital for agricultural
enterprises:

Increasing the participation of farmers as local
stakeholders through capacity building
approach.

The PURA largets agricultural producers and
entrepreneurs throughout the areas, with a special
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participation of rural women in all
Specifically, the project necds ta support agricutture
and business skills training in sub-seclors Such a
food products, agricultural technology, foresiry,
lvestock, wildife, and fisheries.

PURA- An Experience:
The country's first ever PURA project at M’m:lvham

village in Tripura district was launchad by Oil
Natural Gas Corporation Lid (ONGC) to give a Mhu to

Within a month of its launch the Maichhara cluster
comprising v adjacan vilages have been provided

for their produce,

PURA can succeed only with the help of al
sections ie. Government, NGOs, Private sector, efc.
Itwill then lead 1o economic connectivity and prosperily.
PURA driven by technology for sustainable rural
development wil bridge the rurak-urban divide. Access
o technology s the means to generate amployment
‘potential for sustainable rural prosperily. It has also
to provide employment opportunity to many villagers.
If we create a smallscale unit clusters, this Wil
creation of approximately 10-20 enterprises per PURA
complexes. This will aiso generate employment

:nnneclwuy Under the ONGC-PURA projact four
impartant structural units — ‘Bjii Ghar' (Electricly
genaration room), ‘Randhan Seva' (Kitchan facilty),
"Samaj Shivir' (Social camp) and ‘Gyan Kendra

five vilages under fts fold using natural gas. The
project alsoncludes buiding vilage roads, heallh care
facilities and vocational training centers

Peryar (Tamil Nadu) PURA model has three
Conneclivity — L. Physical, Electronic and Knowiedge
- leading 10 economic connectivity. This has resulted
in large scale employment generation and creation of
a number of enrepreneurs with the active support of
1150 sell-help groups. 200 acres of wastsland has
been doveloped o cultatie fand wih Imovative
waler management schemes. Villagers are busy in
cullivation, planting
Jatropha, herbal and
mﬂmcma\p\an\s bio-

mass or
generaiion, and food
processing  with

dadicated marketing
centers. The centers
aclivilies are the
engineering college
for women that
provides the
electronic  and

vity
healthcare centers,
primary to post
graduate education
and  vocational
training centers, The
engineering callege

his is one
way of reducing the employmant gap leading to up
liftmant of the millions of people living below Ihn
povert lin

It is need at least 10000 PURA models all o\/ar
the country. This movement can be multiplied
by thousands of entrepreneurs, educational
administrators, small-scale industrialists and
bankers with the support of Government and private
agencies providing total economic prosperlty to rural
India by 2020.
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