Disparities in literacy Rates in India: An Urban - Rural Perspective | ...

Written by Administrator
Thursday, 10 September 2009 00:00 - Last Updated Thursday, 30 September 2010 04:24

Nagarlokd 000000 0 Vol. XLIDO 0000 No.02000000000 April - Junel0 20( Disparities in Literacy Rates in I

An Urban-Rural Perspective

D. PULLA RAO

INTRODUCTION

ITERACY IS an important element of transformation
ic and political devel India today, in its ¢
of demographic evolution, badly stands in need of an accelera
literacy transition which alone can serve the cause of continuing
of growing population which poses a serious danger to the
the country. A thrust on rural literacy assumes special signific
context of India where more than 70 per cent of the India's
lives in rural areas. The number of rural illiterates in India i
the total combined population of Japan, United Kingdom, ¢
Australia. India has undoubtedly ded a ph 1
development since Independence. Urban literacy, has, no doub
significantly. However, the malaise still persists. Rural areas ct
by a literate majority continue to be primarily concentrated o
east, north west and southern coastal areas while vast rural :
rest of the country have yet to free themselves from the ct
rural literacy resulting in lower general literacy. In rural area:
two-fifths of the population is still illiterate. Urban-rural litera
calls for more vigorous efforts especially among the rural female

Definition of Literacy

The definition of literacy varies from country to country
upon its existing social and educational patterns and upon differe
urban and rural life. Literacy has been commonly accepted as as
which an individual possesses mastery over symbols in writt
able to code or decode written messages that is knowledge ¢
ability to read and write. However, literacy goes much beyond tt
definition. The International Liaison Committee for Literacy ha
“Literacy is not the simple reading of a word or set of associat
of sounds, but an act of critical understanding of any situation in
(UNESCO 1972).

United Nations Development Programme defines literates a
can with understanding; both read and write, a short, simple stater
totheir everyday life. According to this definition, the least develop
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of the world had an average adult literacy rate (i.e., the percentage of people
aged 15 and above) of 53:3 per cent in 2001. (U.N.2003). The developed and
less developed countrics presented a contrast with regard to levels of literacy.
Although non-availability of comparable specific data on literacy of various
countries restricts our analysis in this regard yet it is possible to state with
reasonable confidence that while the developed countries are fortunate in
having universal adult literacy, in case of the less and least developed countries
the corresponding figures are depressingly low. Developed countries like
U.S.A., Canada, Japan, Australia etc. achieved almost universal literacy and
education with a negligible proportion of illiterates. Developing countries, on
the d of devel hibited an adult literacy rate of 74.5 percent
(U.N.2003).

The most recent Indian census of 2001, however registered a literacy
rate of 65.20 per cent which varies considerably from the above mentioned
U.N.figures. This is so because the 2001 India census defines literate as “a
person aged seven and above who can both read and write with understanding
inany language”. A person, who can only read but cannot write, is not deemed
10 be literate. It is not necessary that to be treated as literate, a person should
have received any formal education or passed any minimum educational
standard. Literacy could also have been achieved through adult classes or
through any non-formal educational system.

Trends of Literacy In India

All India average of percentage of literacy in the country was 5.36 per
cent in 1901. The literacy ratio of male was 9.80 per cent and female less
than one (0.60). In 1931 the average literacy rate was 9.51. During 30 years
of period there was no more change in this rate. The drastic change started
after 1941.

In the period from 1901 to 1931, the spread of literacy in India was
almost stagnant. In 30 years, it is increased from 5.36 per cent to 9.51 per
cent. After 1931, there was steady growth in the literacy percentage. In the
period between 1931 and 2001, the literacy expansion was almost seven
times, i.e., from 9.51 per cent to 65.20 per cent. This positive trend can be
seen both in the case of male as well as female literacy in the Table 1.

Urban-Rural Literacy Rates In India

After Independence, India has recorded a significant development in
the field of literacy and education. Total eradication of illiteracy is an elusive
goal in India. The overall literacy rate has showh a steady increase in every
successive decade from 1951 to 2001. It has increased from 18.33 per cent
in 1951 to 65.38 per cent in 2001. Rural literacy in India increased from
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TABLE 1; LITERACY IN INDIA (1901-2001)

Year Age Group In Million Literacy(In Per cent)
Population Mlliterates Literate Persons Males Females
1901 All 251 055 126 536 98 06
1911 All 2482 23S 147 SR 106 L
1921 All 267 29 177 117 122 18
1931 All 2734 U4 % 951 156 29
1941 All 312 %18 502 1609 5 73
1951 5andabove 3161 300 6019 1833 272 89
1961 Sandabove 37284 2673 10552 283 404 153
1970 Sandabove 4686 3070 16141 3445 4595 2

1981 7 and above 58178 3407 24103 4143 565 298
191 7 and above  688.16 3288 35028 5221 64l 393
2001 7 and above  869.15 30244 56671 652 758 542

Sources: Census India, Various Issues.

12.10 per cent in 1951 to 59.40 per cent in 2001 (Table 2). A comparison of
increase in overall and rural literacy rates during the second half of the 20®
Century is quite significant. Both have shown a steady increase in every
successive decade. The overall and rural literacy rates in 1951 were 18.33
and 12.10 per cent respectively. In 2001 they stood at 65.38 and 59.40 per
cent respectively. The urban character of the former British administration
was fairly responsible for creating a wide gap between urban and rural
literacy. The ratio between urban and rural literates which was 2.86 : 1.00
in 1951 has got reduced to 1.35 : 1.00 in 2001. The contrasts have been
sharper in urban-rural female literate ratio than urban rural male literate
ratio from 1951 to 2001. Urban-rural female literate ratio has experienced
continuous decline since 1951 and it has come down from 4.58 : 1.00 in
1951 to 1.57 : 1.00 in 2001. The urban-rural gap in literacy is attributed to
appalling poverty in rural areas, even when education is free to all children
up to 14 years in India.

State Wise Urban-Rural Disparities in Literacy Rates In India

The average literacy rate of our country was 65.20 per cent in 2001,
The literacy rate among male and female was 76 and 54 per cent respectively.
But in Table 3, there are many disparities among the states. On the one side
the Kerala has the highest literacy rate of 90.92 per cent followed by
Maharashtra (77.27%), Himachal Pradesh (75.915%), Tamil Nadu (73.47%),
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TABLE 2: URBAN-RURAL LITERACY RATES AND RATIOS IN INDIA: 1951- 2001

Year  Males Urban Females  Urban Persons Urban

Rural Male Rural Rural
Literate Female Literate
Ratio Literate Ratio
Ratio
1951 2.40:1.00 4.58:1.00 2.86:1.00
Rural 1902 487 12.10
Urban 4560 233 3459
Total  27.16 8.86 1833
1961 1.92:1.00 401:1.00 2.42:1.00
Rural 3430 10.10 2.50
Urban  66.00 40.50 5440
Total 4040 15.35 2830
1971 1.44:1.00 3.15:1.00 2.16:1.00
Rural ~ 48.60 15.50 2790
Urban  69.80 48.80 6020
Total 459 2197 3445
1981 1.55:1.00 2.59:1.00 1.87:1.00
Rural  49.60 21.70 36.00
Urban 7670 56.30 67.20
Total 5638 29.76 43.57
1991 1.40:1.00 2.09:1.00 1.64:1.00
Rural 5790 30.60 44.70
Urban 8110 64.00 73.10
Total  64.13 3929 5221
2001 1.21:1.00 1.57:1.00 1.35:1.00
Rural 7140 46.70 59.40
Urban 8670 7320 80.30
Total 7585 54.16 65.38

Punjab (69.75%), West Bengal (69.22%), Karnataka (67.04%), and Gujarat
was (66.43%). Rest of the states have literacy levels below than the national
average. The lowest literacy level is in Bihar (47.53 %) followed by Uttar
Pradesh (57.36%), Rajasthan (61.03%), Andhra Pradesh (61.11 %), Madhya
Pradesh (64.08%) and Assam (64.28%).
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TABLE 3: STATE WISE URBAN - RURAL LITERACY RATE OF MALE AND FEMALE
IN INDIA: 2001 CENSUS

Census-2001 Total Male Female Rural Urban
Andhra Pradesh 61 7 51 S5 76
Assam 4 /] 6 61 86
Bihar 48 @ ks “ B
Gujarat 0 81 59 5 n
Haryana [ n 6 (2] 0
Himachal Pradesh 7 86 [ 74 %0
Karnataka 67 76 57 6@ 81
Kerala 91 » 8 0 B
Madhya Pradesh 4 7 50 58 80
Maharashtra n 8 [ s %
Orissa & % 51 60 81
Punjab 0 ) 64 65 »
Rajasthan 61 6 M 56 n
Tamil Nadu 73 8 (9 67 2
Uttar Pradesh 57 o 43 ko n
West Bengal 4 ® & 64 2]
All India 65 76 54 59 0

Source: Census of India, 2001.

The national average of literacy in urban areas was 80.06 per cent in
2001, the highest rate being in Kerala (93.38%) followed by Himachal Pradesh
(89.63%), Assam (85.95%). Remaining other states had literacy rate below
the national average.

The national average of literacy in rural areas in 2001 was 59.21 per
cent, the highest literacy being in Kerala (90.05%) followed by Himachal
Pradesh (74.38 %), Maharashtra (70.84%), Haryana (68.82%), Tamil Nadu
(66.66%), Punjab (65.16%), West Bengal (64.06%), Assam (60.92%) and
Orissa (60.44%). The lowest literacy rate in rural India were in Bihar (44.42%),
Uttar Pradesh (53.68%) Rajasthan (55.92%) Madhya Pradesh (58.10%) and
Gujarat (58.53%).
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Progress of Scheduled Caste (SC) And Scheduled Tribe (ST)Literacy
In Urban And Rural India

Urban-rural disparity has been decreasing significantly among both the
SCs and STs since 1961. The disparity has been decreasing among both
males and females in both the social groups. Among scheduled tribe population
the urban- rural differential in female population has decreased most
impressively. The urban-rural disparity among scheduled tribe females has
decreased from 4.64: 1.00 in 1961 to 1.84: 1.00 in 2001 (Table 4). The
decrease of the disparity is a positive sign. This situation may be due to so
many policies and programmes implemented by the Government of India
after Independence to improve the literacy and enrollment of scheduled tribe

TABLE 4: LITERACY RATES OF SCHEDULED CASTE AND SCHEDULED TRIBE
POPULATION BY SEX AND RESIDENCE IN INDIA: 1961 -2001

State / Schedule Caste Urban Schedule Tribe Urban
Union Population rural SC population rural ST
Territory literate literate
Total Rural Urban Total Rural Urban

Persons

1961 1027 889 2181 245:1.00 853 816 2241 275100
1971 1467 1277 2865 224100 1130 1068 2884 2.70:1.00
1981 2138 1848 3660 198:1.00 1635 1492 3793 2.54:1.00

1991 3741 3325 S50l 166:1.00 2960 2738 5660 2.07:1.00
2001 5469 5116 68.12 133:1.00 4710 4502 6909 1.53:1.00

191 1696 1506 3221 214100 1383 1337 3043 227:100
1971 236 2004 3893 194:1.00 1763 1692 3709 2.19:1.00
1981 3112 2791 4754 2452 2294 4760 2.07:1.00
1991 4991 4595 66006 4065 3845 66! 73014
2001 6664 6366 7793 122100 5917 5739 7777 1.35:1.00

1961 329 252 1004 398100 316 290 1345 464100
1971 644 506 1699 336:100 485 436 1964 4.50:1.00
1981 1093 845 2434 804 681 2732 401:1.00
1991 2376 1945 4229 217:1.00 1819 1602 4566 2.85:1.00
2001 4190 3784 5749 152100 3476 3244 5987 1.84:1.00

Source: Censuses of India for various years.
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population through concessions and reservations and awareness campaigns
toimprove the literacy of scheduled tribe population especially for the females.
It is most encouraging to find that in more recent times, the females from the
Tural poor have been k d through public igns and the
disparity has reduced significantly.

Though a number of strategies have been used in India to meet the
educational needs of the tribal students, yet they are inadequate. Therefore,
there is a need to take effective measures on the following lines:

1. Provision of more schooling facilities, particularly model schools.

2. Undertake teacher training and orientation about tribal needs and
educational programmes.

3; Re-orienting curriculum, content and medium of instruction suited
to the tribal children.

4. Provision of teaching / Jearning materials
5. Innovative methods to be developed for supervision of schools.
6. Micro planning and effective implementation.

State Wise Urban-Rural Disparities in Literacy Rates Among Social
Groups In India

Table 5 presents distribution of persons aged seven years and above by
major social groups. The pattern of variation in the literacy rate was almost
the same in rural as weil as urban areas. However, in rural India, the literacy
rate was the lowest for persons belonging to STs (42%) followed by persons
belonging to SCs (47%). But in urban India, the literacy rate was the lowest
for SC groups (66%) followed by ST Groups (70%). In both the sectors the
literacy rate was the highest for persons belonging to group ‘others’ (Upper
Castes).

The urban-rural bias can be seen in the literacy as is reflected in Table
5. Urban literacy extended in urban areas over the rural India. The urban
literacy stood at 70 per cent whereas it was just 42.2 per cent in rural area.
The gap is explicit more in states like Tamil Nadu where in urban literacy
stood at 95.7, which is far higher than just 50.8 per cent for rural Tamil
Nadu. .

State Wise Urban -Rural Disparities In Literacy Rates Among
Religious Groups In India

The distribution of persons aged seven years and above by each sector
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TABLE 5: PERCENTAGE OF LITERATE PERSONS AGED 7 YEARS AND ABOVE IN
RURAL AND URBAN AREAS BY SOCIAL GROUP BASED ON 55™ ROUNDS

Sae ST sC 0BC Others Al
Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban

Andhra 261 575 394 673 425 688 623 822 458 745

Pradesh

Assam 716 853 697 692 729 801 667 897 690 86.1
Bihar 344 697 257 475 424 636 592 B840 418 696
Grujarat 503 668 555 712 558 767 750 912 620 841

Haryana 483 937 507 534 581 755 677 846 612 766
Himachal 731 854 677 812 8lL1 789 742 933 734 902

Pradesh
Kamataka 413 539 443 656 566 796 652 889 559 821
Kerala 802 975 79.1 879 883 923 941 964 894 937
Madhya 324 598 460 640 556 735 678 879 498 7715
Pradesh

Mahara- 499 794 635 801 690 830 722 883 665 860
shtra

Orissa 331 552 478 532 616 794 739 858 538 755
Punjab 692 755 519 601 635 303 704 872 625 789
Rajasthan 384 69.1 367 560 463 700 S7.8 844 465 751
Tamil Nadu 508 957 559 741 663 840 817 929 638 845

Uttar 477 785 40.7 581 476 593 649 797 511 701
Pradesh
‘West 416 632 571 674 T46 Bl2 647 862 617 822
Bengal

All India 422 700 466 662 548 753 677 865 560 798
Source: NSSO Report No. 473: Literacy and Levels of Education in India 1999-2000.

and religions are shown in Table 6. It is noticed that the literacy rate was
lower in rural India for ‘Islam’ compared to other religions. Literacy rate for
all the religious groups, as revealed again for the first time in 2001 Census,
were very encouraging, shattering many myths earlier when such a data set
was not available for the country as a whole. The literacy among Hindus
(65.1%) was slightly better than the national average (64.8%) for all religious
groups combined. Among Muslims the literacy rate is 59.1 per cent, below
the national average. The highest literacy rate is recorded among the Jains
(94.1%}, followed by Christians (80.3%), Buddhists (72.7%) and Sikhs
(69.4%). Against the existing popular perception, the female literacy rate among
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TABLE 6: PERCENTAGE OF LITERATE PERSONS AGED 7 YEARS AND ABOVE IN
RELIGIOUS GROUPS BASED ON 55™ ROUND

State Hinduism Islam Christianity Others All
Rural Urban |Rural Urban| Rural Urban|Rural Urban] Rural Urban
Andhra 454 750 |510 707 [5L5 789 555 96.1 | 458 745
Pradesh
Assam 745 870 | 594 79.7 | 535 805 [ 857 - 69.0 86.1
Bihar 426 707 (361 611 [447 835 | 413 960 | 418 696
Gujarat 618 837 [60.1 827 | 625 942 - - 620 841
Haryana 617 769 |310 545 - = - - 61.2  76.6
Himachal |73.7 902 [569 736 | - - 832 - [ 734 902
Pradesh
Kamataka | 553 829 (632 77.1 | 680 955|520 73.4 559 821
Kenila 884 942 872 910 |951 958 - - 894 937
Madhya 49.1 775 |603 736 | 665 89.1 - 613|498 775
Pradesh
Maharas- | 662 873 |67.1 799 {614 953 764 866|665 860
shtra
Orissa 537 766 |67.1 567 485 637 626 - 538 755
Punjab 684 792 |629 654 |442 777 (847 - | 625 789
Rajasthan [ 467 76.0 | 384 64.9 - 100.00| 47.8 926 | 465 75.1
Tamil Nadu | 61.7 843 |84.1 816 [836 912 | - 906 | 638 845
Uttar 529 768 |389 526 [664 100.00|37.6 59.7 | 51.1 70.1
Pradesh
West 655 843 |537 666 796 918|577 873|617 822
Bengal
All India 557 B8l1 |521 698 |737 911 |542 871|560 798

Source: NSSO Report No. 473: Literacy and Levels of Education in India 1999-2000.

different religious groups does not show wide variations. Among the Muslims,
for instance, the literacy rate among the females was stagnant 50.1 per cent,
below the national average of 53.7 per cent. Slightly better is the females’
literacy rate among the Hindus (53.2%), again below the national average.
The highest literacy rate among the females was recorded among the Jains
(90.6%), like their male counterparts. Female literacy rate among Christians
was 76.2 per cent, followed by Sikhs (63.1%) (Census, 2001).

The 55" round NSSO report reveals the difference in literacy in different
religious communities, The literacy rate in Christians is the highest both in
Tural as well as urban areas. Hindus stand at the second place whereas Muslims
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occupy the third place with 52 and 70 per cent literacy respectively in rural as
well as urban areas (Table-6).

CONCLUSION

In India more than 70 per cent of the population is living in rural areas.
The number of rural illiterates is more than the urban illiterates. There is no
doubt that in India, there is a develop in education after
Independence. The population of literates in India increased from 12.6 millions
in 1901 to 566.71 millions in 2001. The rural literacy in India increased from
12.10 per cent in 1951 to 59.40 per cent in 2001. The ratio between urban
and rural literates which was 2.86 : 1.00 in 1951 has reduced to 1.35 : 1.00 in
2001. Kerala has the highest overall literacy rate of 90.92 per cent whereas
the lowest literacy level is in Bihar (47.53%) as per 2001 census. The disparity
of literacy rate has been decreasing in both males and females in both SCs
and STs. In both urban and rural areas, the literacy rate was the highest for
persons belonging to the ‘Others’ group (i.e. Other than SC, ST, and OBQ).
The literacy rate was lower in rural India for ‘Islam’ compared to other
religions. The literacy rate in Christians is the highest in rural as well as urban
areas.

We conclude that urban-rural literate ratio still calls for more vigorous
efforts especially among the rural female population. Much still remains to be
done. Rural women need to wake up and actively participate in the movement
for universalisation of literacy. Special effort needs to be paid to promote
rural literacy among various groups comprising SCs and STs especially among
the female components of these groups.
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