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An analysis of the distribution ﬂl urban papu!sflon mvauls Im:' the process al

urbanization in India has been

y high
urban population being concentrated in clna : cmes. The threo million plus cities viz.
Mumbai, Kolkata and Delhi supported more than 39.3 percent of fotal urban population of

the country in 2001.

One of the remarkable features of all types of internal migration is that it is dominated

by women.

of the 20" cenlury which has afected all

of national life in India. Being the

India's fast growing urbanization has a regional as woll
as world wide impact, India’s urban population
constitutes a sizeable proportion of the workd's urban

l |mamzmm is the most significant phienamenon

India has a long tradition of urbanization which
has continued since the days of the Indus Valley
Givilization. The Indus valley people had atiained
high standards of town planning and architectural
style. Despile & long tradition of urbanization, India
was at a low level of urbanization in the baginning
of 20" century with only one- tenth of its population
residing in urban areas, It was around one-sixih

urban at the fime of Independence. In the 2001
census 277 percent of ifs total population lived in
urban areas.

Urbanization the Present Status:

‘The total urban population of India has grown from
25,851,873in 1901 (the adjusted figure of papulations
for tha area under Indian Union) to 285,354,954 in
2001. When the total populalion increased from
238,396,327 in 1901 (adjusted figure) (0 1,027,015,247
\r\2um (Census,2001) Thus, the urban population has.

ed more than 1003.80 percent over the fast
hunuvﬂoyems(\?ﬂ\ 2001).

The Increasing concentration of poputation in
cities, that 100 in large cities has been the striking
features of India's urbanization during the  last
century.(Bhagat,2004)

Urbanisation Patterns :

The rogonal variaions n the distbullon o urban
population are significa
Soncantragon I i moet deveiopen Stes, namely.
Maharashira, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Kamalaka, Punjats
and West Bengal, accounting for about half of the
country’s urban population. In 2001 census, thess
ciles reported a percentage of urban population much
above the national average of 27.78, whereas tho less
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Distribution of Urban Population by :

An analysis of the distribution of urban population
reveals that the process of wrbanization in India
has been largely city-oriented. This is manifested in
a high perceniage of urban population bemg
concanirated in class | clies, which has gone
systematically over he decades in the last cantuny.

massive increase in the percentage shara of
class | ciies from 51.42 in1961 fo 68.7 In 2001, has
often been atfribuled fo faster growth of large
cities, without taking in 1o consideration the
increase In the number of these cilies. The basic
reason for the increasing dominance of these cilles
is graduation of lower order towns into class |
category. (Kundu, 2003).

Thus,
the level of urbanization in the states with high per
capita income is high and the level of urbanization in
the states with low per capita income is low. Thesa
states atiracted popuiation in urban areas due to
Indusirialization and infrastructure investment (Kundu,
2008). The urbanization process in Andhra Pradesh,
Haryana, Kerala and M. P. has registered mare of less
equal 1o national averag. In contrast the  stales lka
Bihar, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tripura, Uttlar Pradesh, and
Manipur have registered below the national average.
amil Nadu is the most urbanized stale amongst the
‘major states in Incia with 43 86 percent of fs population
Ining in urban areas though the number is only 27
million against a staggering 41 millon in Maharashira
with 42.4 percent population fiving in urban areas.

Table 1: Number of Towns, Percentage and Growth of Urban Population
in India, 1901 to 2001

Source :  Population Census, Paper 2, 1981, 1991 and 2001,

[ Consus Number of Urtan Per cent Annual
Year UAs/Towns Population of Urban to Total Exponental
(in millon) Population Growth Rate (%)
1901 1827 2585 1084 = |
1811 1815 2594 1029 003
1921 1,949 2807 147 078
1981 2072 3346 1198 176
1941 2250 4415 1386 277
1951 2843 6244 1728 347
1981 2365 7894 1787 234
1971 2590 10811 1991 324
1981 3378 15946 2334 379
1991 3788 21718 2572 308
2001 4368 28612 2778 273
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States/ UTs Percentage _urban population Annual exponential growth rate |
1971 1981 1691 2001 | 197181 | 198191 | 19912001 |
Andhra Pradesh 1931 2325 | 2684 2708 394 385 | 137
Annachal Pradesh | 370 B3 1221 2041 832 928 | 700
Assam 882 288 1108 1272 329 328 | ao
Bihar 10.00 1246 1317 1047 434 265 257
Chattisgarh NA NA NA 2008 NA NA 309
Delhi 89.70 9284 89.93 93.01 456 379 414
Goa 2644 3248 41.02 4977 437 396 332
Gujarat 28.08 31.08 34.40 37.36 342 290 28
Haryana 1766 218 2479 | 2000 3 358 | 400
Himachal Pradesh | 699 772 870 979 302 a1f | o8
Jammu, Kashmir 1859 2106 | 2276 | 2488 380 344 | 34
Inarkhand NA NA NA 225 NA NA 255
Kamataka 2431 2891 2091 3398 408 2565 | 259
Kerala 1624 1878 | 2844 2597 319 476 | o7
Madhya Pradesh 1829 2031 2321 26.67 446 371 27
Maharashira 3147 3503 3873 24 | 33 az7 121
Manipur 13.19 2644 27,69 2388 9.70 298 121
Meghalaya 1455 18.03 18.69 19.63 487 310 316
Mizoram 1138 2517 62 95 179 | 857 | 827
Nagaland 995 1554 1728 17.74 849 558 | 527
Orissa 841 1182 | 1343 1497 521 308 | 261
Punjah B 2172 | 2972 | 385 382 256 | aie
Rajastan 17.63 2093 2288 2338 452 331 271
Sikkim 9.37 1623 9.12 111 955 323 483
| Tamil Nadu 30.26 3298 342 43.86 245 1.76 356
Tripura 1043 1098 1526 17.02 326 619 253
Uttar Pradesh 14.02 1801 19.89 2078 478 327 284
Uttranchal NA NA NA %50 NA NA 284
West Bangal 2475 2643 | 2730 | 2808 27 254 | 184
Union Terrories -
Andaman Nicobar | 2277 2606 %8 3287 638 ai0 | 440
Chandigarh 055 %56 8969 8978 5% 307 | a4
Dadara,Nagar Havell o 867 847 2289 - 528 14.59
Daman and Diu - - 46.86 3626 - 4.93 187
Lakshadweep o 46.31 56.29 44.47 = 446 077
Pondechary 4204 5232 | 6405 | 6657 466 49 | o038
Al India 2022 2373 2572 2778 379 309 273

The urban growin al alkindia level declined
during the decade 1671-81 and this trend continued

of the states of India for the decade
19912001, The  states like UP. M. P, Bihar, Orissa.
Rajastan have shown very high growih rate during
the decade 1971-81 which regstered decling in
urban growth rate by aimost 50 percent for the decade
1991-2001

Trend and Pattern of Migration in India

Urbansation s crucially linked to migration. n India
migration nat only occurs due to economic reasons,
but these are of social- cultural and other factors
responsivle. The Inclian census collects the data on
migration using two questions asked to indlividuals.

are language, family attraction government policies
etc, table 2 reprasents the distribution of internal
migrants by type of movement namely intra-district
inter-district. Both are short distance movements and

movements.

It has been observed that the growth rates of
migranis in all distance categories have declined
from 27 percent during the decade 1971-81 1o 9.8
percentin 1978-91, but accelerated during the dacade
1891-2001 0.34.7 percent. One of the of remarkable
features of alltypes of infemal migration is that it is
dominated by women, This is because women move
{0 their husband's place of residence after mariage.
(Bnagat 2005).

Table 2, Migrants Classified Based on Place of Last Residence in 2001,
and Growth Rates during 1991-2001, India.

2001 Percentage Growth Rato %
Wigrants (in million) | Distribution

| 2001 197181 1981-91° | 1991-2001*
Inta-district 1935 616 249 83 a0
Inter-istrict 746 a7 43 137 %3
Interstate 411 11 281 17 536
Infemational Migrants 51 16 94 61 134
Al migrants 3143 w000 | 20 o8 U7
Total Popuation 10286 247 257 214

Source: Census of Incia2001, Census Commissioner and Registrar General, India, New Delhi

namely place of birth and place of last residence. The:
place of last residence provides better situation of
current migration as it captures the fatest move in

Based on this concep!, & person is defined as migrant
if the place in which he is enumerated during the
census s ather than his place of immodiate last
residence.

The intra-district and inter-district moverent
comprises largest share of migration i.e.61.6 percent
and 23.7 percent respectively. While inter-state
migration and intemational migration comprises less
share of migration .. 13.1 percent and 5.1 parcent
respectively.

The

Conclusion

‘The level of urbanization is diffarent in different
states. Some states are more urbanized as compared
lo otner stales. The six states viz. Maharashira,
Gujaral, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, West- Bengal, Kamataka
registered high urban growth, While U.P., M.P, Binar,
Pajastan and Orrisa are less urbanized states. Stales
fike UP. M. P.Binar, Orissa, Rajastan have shown very
high growth rate during the decade 1971-81 which
registered decline in urban growth rate by aimost 50
percent for the decade 1991-200

(The author is Head, Business Economics,
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