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DISASTER MANAGEMENT

INTERVIEW

Building Resilience Against

Disasters

In an Interview to Yojana, General N. C. Vij, PVSM,

UYSM, AVSM (Retd.), Vice Chairman, National

Disaster Management Authurl'y talks about the
Di

the sieps that are being taken in his ducmm\

+ Encou gation measures based on
(cLhnnlogv and waditional wisdom.

Capacity building including specialist response
eapabilities at the National and State levels.

isaster into the

approach to disaster India
1 sald to have undergone a paradigm shift. In
Mvmynﬁlmlwmﬂ differeat from the
jearier one?

Yes, at the national level there is proposed to be
2 paradigm shift from the erstwhile relief-centric
response to a proactive prevention, mitig
preparedness  driven approach. These efforts arc
aimed at conserving developmental gains and also
‘minimising losses of lfe, livelihoods and property,

In pursuance of the above approach, the Government
of India enacted the DM Act in 2005, under which the
National Disaster Management Authority has been
set up at the Apex level with the Prime Minister as
the Chairman, a Vice Chairman and eight members.
Similar organisations have also been set up at the
States and Districts level with State Chief Minister
and Deputy Commissioners as their Chairpersor

Ever since its inception, the NDMA has been
working on prevention, preparcdness, capacit
development and pvbh: awarencss to implement the
Proactive Strateg

mm‘ewhﬂmmhd‘l needs 1o
|ud-.m=m

spects Which need added crmphasis and on
whnch the work has already commenced are:

* Promoting a culture of prevention and
preparedness.

d
developmental process

* Establishing institutional and techno-legal
framework (o create an enabling regulatory
environment and a compliance regime.

:&mﬂ:?amed lrmofm.cemmm:‘

e arrangement for disaster management is
comparatively of recent origin in our country as
compared to other countries like the USA which had
set up a formal arrangement in 1979 during President
Carter’s time.  Sorne of the critical arcas which need
priority attention in our country arc:

9 Enforcement of echno-legal regime so thatall our

cities are developed according to well

Tndons plans catering for disaster resilient features.
and good mitigation and response mechanisms.

b) Mitigation projects at the National and State level,
especially for cyclones, earthquakes, floods and
landslides o develop infrastructural arran gements
and capacity building for these disasters

€) There s also a requirement for good preparedness
i the fields of Chemical, Biological, Radiological
and Nuclear emergencies as also for Industrial
Disasters

d) We also need to create a good responsecupbilty
in way of 10 National Disaste th«pon
Battalions at the national level and mi one.
batalion cquivalnt response force ai each sate
level.
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9 Re evamping ofCivil Defenc s o [0 be given
oy for enhancing the capability for disaster
mdnagem:nl at the community level.

1) Community Based Disaster Management is another
very important aspect.

How would you assess India's

Disasters, Nuclear and Radiological Emergencics,
Medical Preparedness and Mass Causality
Management and formulation of the State plans
have been released. Guidelines on Landslides,
Chemical (Terrorism) Disasters, Psycho-social and
Mental Health Care, Tsunami, Urban Flooding and

|disasters — hulh natural and man-made in l.he
coming yea

Indis is vulnerable, in varying degrecs, (o a large
number of natural as well as man-made disastars.
58.6 per cent of the landmass is prone to carthquakes.
of moderate to very high intensity; over 40 million
hectares (12 per cent of land) is prone to floods and
river erosion; of the 7,516 km long coastline, los\. 1o
5700 kam is prone to cyclones and tsunamis; 68 per
centof the ull!lvuhle area is vulnerable to dmughl i
hilly arcas a from landslides and avalanches.
\’n!nemh\h(y |o Chemical, Biological, Radiological
and Nuclear (CBRN) emergencies and other man-
made disasters has also incressed manifold in the
recent past,

Disaster risks in India are further compounded
by increasing vulnerabilities related to changing
demographic and socio-cconomic conditions,
unplanned and

by the end
of this year,

b) Mitigation Projects: NDMA has taken up five
mitigation projects on priority basis at the
national level, The Cyslone Risk Mitigation
Project with the assistance of the World Bank is
being launched shortly in five states in the first
phase and finally in 13 states and UTs. Projects
on Earthquake Risk Mitigation, National Disaster
Information and Communication Network
and National Mitigation Reserves are under
preparation and Detailed Project Reports are
being finalized. The School Safety Project is now
awaiting clearance from the Government, before
being launched.

©) Awareness Campaigns: Awareness and
prcpmdnm campaigns on earthquakes, floods
and cycloncs have been taken up on electronic
media. Besides, the National Disaster
Response Force has lso undertaken community

within
high-risk zones, cnvvwnmenml dq,mdauon, limmte
change, geological hazard

cxerciscs on various disasters,
cspl.clu]ly the floods. During last year 60 NDRF
tea

Clearly. all these ottt situation Whtle
disasters seriously threaten India’s cconomy, its
population and sustainable development. However,
with the measures which are now being put in place
~and on their fructification ~ as a part of proactive
strategy wo shall be able to meet the chailenges 1o &
large extent.

II“" are the mqm projects that NDMA

currently working on

Ever since s inception, NDMA has taken a number
of initiatives to operationalize the National Vision on
‘various fronts. Some of the important initiatives which
are curently underway arc:

8) Guidelines to fucilitate the Central Ministrics and
States: NDMA has taken the initiative for preparation
of guidelines in priority areas to facilitate the
process of preparation of plans. These guldalmm

the states to train people
in i casres

@) Mock Exerciscs: NDMA in partnership with
state and district authorities are conducting mock
exercises in various types of man-made and
natural disasters in different staes. So far, we have
conducted 55 exercises covering 27 states and
UTs. For the coming year 100 such exercises have
already been planned to be conducted. During this
summer season anew initiative has been launched
to conduct mock drills to the school students.
This is proving to be a very useful exercise. More
such exercises are being planned in the coming
academic year

€) Disaster Management as compulsory training in
Universitics: A beginning has been made in this
important field with Pune University. They have
‘made one week capsule compulsory forall graduate
courses. Inhis way there willbe approximately 2.15
The

are formulated in an inclusive and p
process. Tl 5 on Earthquakes, Cyclones,
Floods, Bmlngmlnwmn Chetmical (Industrial)

worh s in progress foiniiate such programmes with
other universities in the country.
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[Under the new disaster management approach,
what role is being envisaged for Civil Defence?

Awareness generation and educating people
about common Dos and Don’ts are important

Realizing that Civil Defence can be useful in
disaster management, the Government of India by
an executive order has authorized wtilization of civit
defence for disaster management. Civil Defence Act
is also being amended accordingly. Civil defence
now will be a district based and not a town centric

The 1 defi

of any disaster plan.|
How do you think this can best be achieved in
context of India?

Awareness generation is one of the most important
components of proactive stategy. NDMA has laid
due emphasis on this aspect and some of the imporant

is that it is a community based organization and will
prepare the community as the first responder o any
disaster situation. This organization will also belp in
spreading awareness and preparedness activities in
the communi

Inthe above context training Civil Defence volunteers
is thus of umost importance. A comprehensive training
curriculum has already been prepared and s likely o
be issued shortly. The Planning Commission has also
earmarked Rs 100 Crore for this purpose. A massive
raining programme is being launched.

[What are the plans for the training and capacity
|of the National Disaster Response Force,

the battalions who are to be trained for tackling
nuclear, ehemical and biological disasters?

programmes are being under taken are:

) Focused campaign on Farthquakes, Cyclones and
Floods has already been initiated on clectronic and
print media.

b) Salient features of the Guidelinesare being released
on the National and local press.

©) 58 table top and mock exercises each have been
conducted on various types of disasters with
participation at state/ district level. 100 more have
been planned for 2009-10.

d) NDRF teams are being sent to various districts for
raining and capacity building at the community
level

) Some of the otheractivities proposed are preparation
of films, TV spots, posters and

Presently, the National Disaster Response Force
cansists of cight battalions located t ifferent parts
ofthe country.

leaflets.

10 be raised, keeping in view the vulnerability, and
existing gaps. Out of these eight battalions, four
battalions have been given the responsibility Lo deal
with, chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear
(CBRN)emergencics. A very comprehiensive trining
schedule has been drawn up for training of all the
eight battalions. These battalions are being trained
in Collapsed Structure Search & Rescue (CSSR),
Medical First Response (MFRY. Heli-Bome Training
and Water Rescue. For CBRN battalions various
institutes within the country and abroad have been
selected 1o train the trainers. The equipments for
these battalions have been finalized and these will be

effectively?

Disaster management is comparatively a new
initiative in our couniry. Most of the developed
countries are 30 to 40 years ahead of us. Now that
the path has been well defined and strategy has been
worked out, there is a requirement both ot the National
and State level 1o empower the Dissster Management
Authorities. There is 4 requirement to give a serious
‘push at various levels to the policies and programmes
‘ofthe NDMA so that the work can move with requisite:
speed. Speed is very essential 50 thal we can make up
for the lost time.

iwnm ‘are our hopes for the future?

fully equi Sep  this
all the ten battalions will be trained in CBRN
emergencies.

Do we have any action plans in place to n«j

|cyber terrorism?

A made, NDMA has embarked
i Planning C:

is also seized with the requirements of disaster
management. The goal of disaster management in
india is 1o protect people, prosperity and cconomic

Cyber terrorism is outside the scope of our
responsibility and is being dealt by National Security
Council Secretariat

i It
isalong journey but with the help of all states, we shall
be soon counted amongs! the well prepared counirics
in the world.

2/2



