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An Empirical Study into Financial Inclusion and
Women Empowerment in Rural Assam

By Aparajeeta Borkakoly and Sakarsing Boro*

Ve cmptes bat o
resources and they have been
”

fontifiod as key agents of sustai-

women and their role in the family as
well as in the economic u-vviuvmml

g e i Sy
y being one of the

lirglﬁl D\am: um In Assam tnei
i own identity in

— n| mkuu. language and &
distinct way of e. But for the
jovelopmant of the Boro, ~sociely
women nesd 1o be empowered

The study nsvaals that the

and social pivotal.
Women constitute 90 per o o
margnal workers of the country.
ural women who are engaged
agriculturs form 78 per cent of .u
women in regular work Kumay
2009).  Experience of  Natio o
instivte  of  Rurel  Development
(NIRD)  India's action research
proijects. v'vunl that theoperationat

octs, u be o of
snabling e communiy
selt help processes and sharpening
the mind set of women.

Now-a-days economic _develop-
ment is one of the factors that have
changad the entire scenario of social
and cutural environment within. the
cmmw oty o pa. o
The women are engaged in

mmn programme
with the help of Slf Help Groups.
(SHG's). Through that they tend to ba
economically empowered by attal-

vt Mg

Prolessor and

Research Scholas, both are from Dm
mecce,  Gauhall  Unversty,

Gomabas 79101, Aasam
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However, financial inclusion among
them is also not developed. In

Bodo society though women
status is high in some context but
on the other side their views,
rights ara not acceptable as a
whole and male guardians are the
solo authoriy of the society.
Some ill practices is also
occumng among the sociely and

mainly acoused of with
W reqam I politcal cortext
also they are not fully empowered
bacause everything is docidod by
their husband. In economic point

of Sell Help Group (SHG). SHG s
one of the vital activiies which

play a very positive and constru-
ciive rolo for rural development.

poliicall, economically, socially and
cuturall. Financial incusion s the
key activiy for empowering the rural
women in very society and for Bodo
scciety aiso i is essenia.
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Objectives.

The study is primarlly motivated to
Investigale the empowerment status
of rural women through insiruments
of financial inclusion in the four Bodo
inhabited districts of india in the stale
of Assam. They

1. To examine the extent of
financial inclusion i rural Bodo
socisty.

2. To examing the impact of
financial _inclusion in  empowering
rural Bodo wormen

3. To assess out the savings and
investments habits of el Bodo

To assess out the rurml
women's stalus as decision maker in
their day to day e
Methodology

The present study is carried out in
the four Bodo inhabited districts of
Chirang, Udalguri, kokrajhar  and

Indie.

the primary as well as secondary

Sources of primary data
imary dala is collected

members from four above mentioned
distrits.

Sample frame
i order lo examine the
empowerment o rural  women

through financial Inclusion we hav
1o know tho status of rural women
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with regard to their economic rights,

social right, poiital right and the
various rights, powers, atc. A sample
of 252 solf heip group members from

developmental Blocks and all VCDC
(Vilage  Gomitee  Dovelopment
Council) of every district. The results
are oxpecled to reflect the curment
siatus of empowernent.

The key obfoctives of Financial
Inclusion can be - I. Extending formal
bankng  sysiem  among less

financial decisions.

The essence of financial inclusion
is in trying 10 ensure that a range of
appropriate financial  services s

evailable 1o individual  and
enabling them to understand and
access sorvicos.The  study
secks 1o explore the s of
Financial  Inclusion the

smoowamant ot Women
specially Bodo women belonging 1o
fowr Bodo dominated districts.
namely- Udaguri, Baksa, Kokrajhar
and Chirang (These four districts are.
under Assam State of India).

Financial Inclusion among Bodo Women

primariy in the Northern Bank of the
Brahmaputra River and scattered In
Southem pat of same Fiver,
adjoining States and found a few in

They belong to Mongolian racial
stocks and speaks Tibeto-Burman
Bodo language. Linguistically the
80go include a large group of people
who aro the spoakers of the Tibeto-
Buman speeches of the Norh-
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Easan Sitos of Ind lnckahig
Am inachal  Pradesh,
Nagaland,  Mizoram,
M.mnm Tripura and Northem parts
of the West Bengal, Bihar and
adjoining areas of Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Nepal.

The 1971 census report indicated
Bodos  bein 1

g
scheduled-ribe (ST) group in India.
The language of the communty has
been recognised as an associele
official language in Assam in 1985
and recanty inciuded in 8° schedule
of the consttution of India in 2003,
They follow mainly three religions
namely- Bathou (The oldest Bodo
religion), Brahma and Christanity.
Hislory tells us that the BODOS had
heir_own kingdom and Bimapur was
the Capital of it which went under
Bitish  colonial . administration
through Doctrine of Lapse policy in
1832. However, the eady- history of
the Bodos Is-largely unknown. -

The cuture of the Boro soclety in
Assam is influenced by the land and

long, Bote are known as farmers
agriculturist communty with a sirong
tradition o fishery, poutry. piggery,
fica and jute cultivation and betel nut
plantation. Boro women woavors of
theic own apparels and tracitional
attre. The Boro woman wear cloths
known as "Dokhona” and for men the
“Gamsha® and “Aronai”.

The Boro sodty is primar
patriarchal n characier i.e. father lu
the sole_authorty of family. Attor tha
father doath the eldost son inhorils

Althoughamch nature happens  in
Bwvm m- place of women in
high. In Baro
muy v a0 iad as

“Mainao(goddoss Lakshmi). f thero
is no male chid in family then the
ontire property s distributed among
the daughtors. They can enjoy such
fight even after thir marriage. i
thero is a single female chid in the
family and no male chid, thon the
fight of inheritance les with the
daughtor. In such a case the
bridegroom s roquired 1o reside in

known as “Gwrja Lakhinai Haba"
Boro soclely. Aftar hor doath the
o of the proerty s handed

over to the mafe offsprings.

In Boro sociely, the female
members are given tho rights of
rearing goats, pigs. fowls, ducks, elc:
They can sell them without prior
permission of tho guardians and oam
money 1o save for futuro purposes. It
s also obsorved that even tho fathar
lenlyb(nphumacoclwnm
by them. The Bo women are
axcoscigly etisrms s oy
spend much of their tim in the fields

by side with their
husbands. The Boro women are
oxport weavers. Thay help the

purposes regarding chidren's edu-
cation, family planning, mainie-nance
of business, taking up jobs end some
social actviles, ol

For the dovelopment of the Boro
women culturally, socially, politicaly
and economically there is one
organisation known as All Bodo

Wellare's  Foderation
(ABWWF). The Al Assam Tribal

November, 1993, The AATWWF was
rona ABWWF. The organi-
sation plays very important rolo as
w'eqvvﬂ of Boro women as wol as

ociety as a whole. In poltical side
i Biia voman have great impact.
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Table-1 - Economic Activities of Members of the SHGs in the Four Districts

Districts Golumn-t Column-l  Column-ll  Column-lV  Column-V _Column-Vl
(Out of Cobl)  (Out of Cokl)  (Out of Col-))  (Out of Col-))  (Out of Coki)

Total no. of Piggery Poullry Catle &  Weavi Other

respondents Goat farm __ Handloom Activitios

Kokrajhar 63 20(32) 1422) 10(16) 16125) 365
Ghirang 63 24(38) 17(27) 12(19) 8(13) 29
Baksa 63 36(57) 10(16) 6(10) 9(14) 23)
Udalguri 63 39(62) 8(13) 5(8) 7011 46)
Total 252 19(47) 49(19) 33(13) 20(16) 1104)

Note: 1. The figure in tho brackels rpresent share of percaniags to tho total. 2. The figure roprosonting porcariage in
respondants.

are taken as approximate o the

noarost amount. 3. Al

‘are women Sel Help Group mombors.

Table-2 - Women's Access to Savings and Investment and Loans and Advances

Districts. Column-i

Columnl  Column-il_Col

umndV— Column-V_ Column-V|

(Out of Cot)  (Out of Col)  (Out of Cok-)  (Out of Gold) (Out of Gokl)

Total Number of Having  Regulaty Loans Loans  Repayment

women_respondents Bank A of Savings applied received of loans
Kokraihar 63 55(87) 54(98) 40(73) 25(63) 10(40)
Chirang 63 58(92) 57(08) 52(80) 25(48) 12(48)
Baksha 63 52(83) 48(92) a2(81) 16(38) 10(63)
Udalguri 63 58(92) 54(93) 48(83) 23(48) 14(81)
Total 252(100) 223(88) 213(96) 182(82) 89(49) 48(52)

Note 1: The figure in tho brackets represent share of percentage 1o m- total. Note 2: The figure representing
percentage in brackets are iaken ss approximate 10 the nearest amol

Table-3 - Rural Women's Decision taking in the following activities of four districts

Distrcts Calumn-t Columnli Columnil Column-1V

(Out of Gol) (Out of Gokl) (Out of Cokl)

Economic decision Taking Children's

taking up_iobs. oducation

Kokrajhar 6 48(78) 40(83) a7(s8)

Chirang 6 32(50) 28(44) 18(28)

Baksa 6 42(68) 35(55) 25(39)

Udagurl 6 20(47) as(78) 34(53)

Totl 252(100) 152(60) 151(58) 114(45)

Source: Independent Survey

Noto 1: The figures in the brackels represent the Shara of percentage to the total.
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Recently in Assam's MLA election,
we notico two members from Boro
women, being voled 1o power.

In Boo society, generally
violence  against  women  is
consideravly rare, except a few ill

ices such as witch hunting or
o L o
instances wife
battering, wooh arsminers ant
rafficking, among others. i rocont

. th ru:uw- of witch hunting
ontinues o hunt the
Bodo mus, otoctet peaple were
kiled branding as witch or witchas
sinco January, 2012 in Kokrajhar,
Baksa and  Udalgui  districts

practc of witeh hunling. Healihearo
and education infrastructuro s vory
poor in al the uibal dominaed
aroas.

Lack awareness among  the
people, excessive alcoholism  and
emerging drug addiction, lack of a
#id o o cieck ke s nd

mption  of  alcohol, iMegal
sttty of
in our siale due to the lethargic
atitudo of tho excise officials; teens.
are also buying liquor in our stalo.
Theso are the basics reason for
violence against women. To prevent
such crimes, thoro should be proper

that the govemment has to come up
with a special law fo provent the
underage Trom accessing fiquor and
ofher intoxicating substances. But if
wom: rod then such
Wogal practices wil be minimised.

Need for Rural Women Empowerment

Empoworment is a positve
concept and uqum affimative state
action in support of those who ar (o

be  empawered, Emw'm\ln! of
women has omerged as an important
issuo In rocont times, Empowerment
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includes  higher  Ioracy

and commercial sectors, awareness
of rights and  responsibiities,
improved standards of Iiing, self-
e wslomn,_wd_ ook
confidence.

hardly

soclal backwardness,

a
tibals and tribal aroas essontial.

Govornment of India faunched a
ot of programme for dovelopment of
viz. Tribal Sub-Plan
sy, mmnm (Extension 1o
Arons) Act, 1996,
SeioUT Viner Foet Proice Act,
2008 iikekey._dive Doepment
and Employment P
The Soca Wallrs Duparimant o1
Bodoland Tertorial Gouncil (BTC),
Assam  has aiso  implemented
diforent Schemes for the develop-
ment of the rural 3
Mukhya Mantri Mahia Samridhi
Achoni, Schemes for Wollare and
Empowerment of Unmared and
singlo  Unempioyed  Women and
Widows, Financial Incentives (o Girl
belonging  to BPL/Ecanomically
Backward famiies who marry. aftor
atiaining 20 years or abovo,
ination.  Grants. o Holplass
Widows under BPL, Rehabillation
Grants o Un-omployod
trained In kniing & embroidery and
& Taioring, Schomo on
Awasonsss  Campaign  against

Trafficking of Children, Adolescent
Girls and Women,

Solf Holp Group-Bank Linkage
Programme of the  government of
India s dosigned 1o alloviato poverty

soclal justico In that sociely, In tibal
ommunities, the role of women is
substantial and crucial,

Empowerment of women, inclu-
ding ensuring eccess 1o health
information and control of resources
such as money, Is important for
achieving gender equality end healta
equity. However the raiio of female ta
male eamed incomo is well below
parity In al countries for which data
are available. Matomal deain and
pragnancy related conditions cannot
be ciminaled  wihout  the
empowerment of women. Women's
awareness  about micro  crodit
Beuainad Y i o eh

Help Groups also  indicata
el offort for  economic
emancipation,

Results and Analysis

study the women empower-

mem Iough Tnancel incoson in

wral India, the

analyzed by wsing statistical

tabulation methods.
Tabie-t shows that Kok

district, out spondent

Cattlo & Goat farm, 25% are involved
in Weaving & Handoom actiilies.
and 5% are involed In other
actiities which include a fow Seri

also be represented thal, in
Kokmjhar  district, the  maximum

o0 May 1, 2013
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Table ~ Political Empowerment of the Respondents
Districts Columa-t Columa-ll Column-lil_ Golumn-IV Column-v Column-Vi
(Out of GoH)  (Out of Gok) (Out of Gol-)  (Out of Gobl)  (Out of Gakl)
Elected in any Member of any Vot as p Take part Can attend
respondents poliical poliical  your own in poltical politcal pary!
authority body  organization choice rally  mast without
hushand's consert
Kokrajhar &3 12 10016) 46) 15(24) 10(16)
Chirang 6 1@ 8(13) 209 813) 8(13)
Baksa 63 1@ 6(9) () 5(8) 69)
Udalguri 8 10 56 ) 58) 58)
Total 252(100) 42) 31(12) 13(5) 33(13) 28(11)

1: The figure in tha brackets reprasant share of percantage 1o the fotal. Note 2: Tho figurs reprosenting porcontage

in brackets aro taken as approximata to

case of Chirang disirit, 38% of the
Mu fumpodel. i WOl
piggery. 27% of the lotal

respondents are vcvad in " poutty
fanm, 19% of them are involved in
Cato 8 Goal famm, 13% are involved
in Weaving & Handioom activites

Gyl thmtc Ot e
businoss, elc. In
out of the fotal sample mpnrn-m

othor activitios.

The table also indicatos that out
of the tolal respondonts of all four
districts, the maximum numbor of

May 1, 2013

the nearest amount.

‘compared to other above mentioned
ctivitios. From the all those activitios
the rural women can oam money.
Theso are the basic souces for
financial  inclusion,

Table-2 reveals that, in Kokrajnar
disirict 55 (87%) fespondents oul of
respondents have Bank
accounts.  Likewise, i Chi
ditrict, Baksa District and Udalguri
district have respondents of 58(82%),
82 (099 and 50 () epectialy
have
respondants  of it
e o ndcato Tt o ot 282
tolal respondents of all four districts,
223(88%) respondents have Bank
accounts. It Gan also be observed
that Chirang as well as Udalgur
district have the highest respondents
o sy sien of Gosk g
which is more than the average per-
Sontane of ak four dtits Lo 8%
I can be seen that a good
number of marmbors have Bank
account, which may bo becauso of
the awareness of the benafis of
having Bank account, education or

affords should bo made 1o incroase

the perceniage of respondents of
having Bank accounts by incroasing
awareness so thal they can deposit
thair savings which wil _ultimately
halp the woman to. have thoir own
accounts thus leading to empowering

Tabe2 also indicates the
regularity ol  saving
respondents. Regarding regularity of
saving, Kokrajhar and Chirang have
oqual porcentago (both 88% oach) of
fespondents wha  savo  monoy
fogularty which is moro than the
avorago porcontage of 96% of all
four districts. tn the caso of Baksa
and Udalguri district, the percontage

ly.
Though the Kokraihar (87%) and
Chirang distrct (92%) have diferent
percentage of women r nis
having Bank accounts, but the
respondents  having  regulariy  of
saving Is equal ie. both 98% each.
Though the Chirang and Udalguri
dstict have equal  respondents
having Bank accounts ($2% each),
but Udalgun has only 92% of total
tespondents, on the other hand,

1
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Chirang has 88% respondenis who
save regulary. It is fo be noted that
Baksa district has the lowest number
of respondents (only 92%) having
rogular saving. This may be because
of lack of knowledge about
saving and investments and fack of
habis of saving

From Table-2, i is also seen that
out of the total respondents having
Bank accounls, 73% respondents
have appiied for loan in Kokrajhar
district, 80% in Chirang district, 81%
in Baksa district and 83% in Udalguri
distrct respectively have appled for

having Bank accounts as compared
to othor thoo distrcls. It s also
revoslod that, in Kokrajhar district,
63% oul of the loan applie
respondents have received the loan
amount. 48% in Chirang district, 38%
in case of Baksa district and m% in
Udalgun district havo  receivod
loan amount ot of the loan uDDde
tespondents.

It s to be noted thai the
porcontage of loan received in
responso to loan applied is only 49%.
In all tho four distriets. This has to be
i X the beneficiaries
can get the required amount for their
development. In Kokrahar district

to other thres districts. Only 52% out
of the tolal loan rociient
respondents repay the loan amount.
The repayment of loan is very poor
which may be because of lack of

42

awarenass among the loan reciient
rospondonts rogarding the repayment
af monoy or lack of proper ralation
among  Banks'  personnel  and
customers.

Taked shove: bl b Kokopuc
dstict, out of 63 sample
respandents, 48 umD!n respandents
i, 76% (approximately) of the total
fespondont  tako  decision
econaric purposes. In the district of
Chirang, 50% of te total
respondents, 66% i case of Baksa
distict and 47% out ni the total
rospondent  in  Udalgurl  district
respeciively can take e e
economic: spending. From the Tablo,
it is also cloared that the rural

disticts and lowes! in e Udaigur
distric. It is also obsorved that In four
disticts, 80% of the total respandents
can decide their coonomic decisions.
The same Table Indcating fural
women'sdeisions taking regarding
taking up jobe as per thoir choica
i fcknfar datc, €% o o

tho rospondents, in  Chirang
pitly «%‘ in Bakea distict 56%
and 78% In caso of Udalgur district
respeciively out of the total

can take decision
regarding fobs as par their choico. In
Kokrajhar disrt, 58% out of the total
rospondents are involvod In docision
rogardng: chidren's education. 28%
of thém a from Chirang  district,
39% from Baksa distict and 63% aro
in’ Udlgut it respacively can
dacide thelr  children's
edusallon. I is seen that the lowest
porasntace of rural woman is taking
dackalogiiso their chidren's education
in Giealy. ekt e 1 o
oinecslie aist

From Tabled, it can be drawn
ihal, out of tho threo decisions. as
economic, taking up jobs and
decision on children's education, the
women  can decide highest
percentage of thair docisions mainly
on economic dcisions and 1aking up
Jobs opportunlios. On the other
hand, only 28% out of e total
respondents from all four disticts can
take decision on their chidrens
education. Tho docision on chidren's
education s mainly decided by theie
husbands.

In political background. generally
all decisions aro taken by their
husbands or some aiher

poliical loaders. very few women can
decide their chaics of _polilical
participation without prior information
of their husband. As this tablo
inclcates that in all four distrcts out
of 63 total respondents orly 1(2%
approx) respectivaly s elecled in any
poliical authortty. In any poliical
organization, a few women member
ara enjoying their right. The average
respondent of all districts in respect
of Member of any poltical organi-
zation is approxmatoly 12%

The respondent cannot voto as
por their choica of seloction except @
few  rospondeni  becauso all
decisions ae taken by their husband.
In the caso of last two variables the
participation of respondent is 13% in
case of decision on political rally and
11% In case of atlendance of

poliicel sphera. However, decisions

May 1, 2013

a0 often taken by the vilago rath
than by their husbands.

Conclusion

The study roveals that the
empowerment among the rural
women economically and polically
ot good enough. However,
oancalncusion among them s
also  not develnr)lﬂ In m..v
dimonsions,  howe! they
empowered 1o soma o oton. In Bt
society hough women status is high
in some context but on the other side
thoir views, rights are not accoptable

idod
economic point of view they are
empowered o some extent. through
the_formation of Sell Help Group
(SHG). SHG is ono of the vital

May 1, 2013
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activiles which play a vory positive
and constructve rolo for  rural
doveiopment

3 Sefen 18 & i
instrumant  for
empowered mmww pticall
and socially. It is & channel for micro-
credit and financial inclusion which
has_been of practcal ralovance for
rural women. It providas fural peogle
1o paricipate in sohing problams fike
unemployment, povarty, financial, efc.

The study also reveats that rural

women are more o less

dominatod in the patriarchal social
systom. Most of the important
decisions - of the househoid —
economic, poliical or social — are
taken solely by the husband or male
guardian of tho famiy. Women
participation In_ higher education and
increased Income  generation and
various measures  of financlal
inclusions 0 possiblo ways 10
s it i
discrimination among the sociely
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